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TO THE 


GLORY of G OD, 
The Good of SOULS; 


The Peace of the Church, 


And Furtherance of the Security of 
our preſent 


Happy EsTaBLISHMENT, 


The following DISCOURSE 1s De- 
dicated 46 the loweſt Submiſſi- 
on and higheſt Gratitude for paſt 
Diliverances Aunnerited Favours, 
and future Hopes,from the bound- 
leſs Goodneſs of G O D. 
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His RoYAL HIGENESs 


WILLIAM 
Duke of Cumberland, 


Under G O D, The 
PR ESE RVRR Of His Counter, 


The following Diſcourſe is moſt 
| humbly Inſcrib'd. 
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THANKSGIVING 


SERMON, Qs. 


Ps ALM xIvii. 6. 

Sing Praiſes to God, fing Praiſes : Sing Praiſes unts 
our King, ſing Praiſes. 

HE title of this Pſalm is-—To the chief muſi- 
i cian, a Pſalm for the ſons of Korah : [or, 
according to the exactly literal meaning of 
the original Hebrew names of office and characteriſtic 
diſtinctions or qualifications] To the victorious, A 
fructuoſe or practic Pſalm of thankſgiving, tor the ſons 
of froſt ie. either to quicken a cold devorion; or rather 
(adapting it to the victorious progreſs of the Meſſiah's 
kingdom in every age and every country where chriſ- 
tianity prevails; plainly ſignified by, our K INS, in 
the words of my text) To the victorous God of Iſrael 
and King Meſſiah or Chriſt; a thankſgiving Plalm or 
divine ſong of praiſes, to be uſcd by the ſons of retor- 
mation from antichriſtian errors now frozen up from 
the influences of the flames of perſecution by means of 


the wind of doctrine proceeding from what is named 
F by antichriſtianiſm (at this time) the northren hereſy 


(as 
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(as Chriſt was called a Nazarene, which ſignifies an 
hereric or ſeparatiſt z and a Galilean, i. e. a revolutioner 
conſtantly ſtruggling for freedom from the yoak of 
Jew1ſh ceremonies and unwarrantable traditions.) This 
relormation, the felfiſh craft and ſenſual tyrannic 
power of the antichriſtian party has attempted firſt 
to ſtifle, and aftewards by helliſh falſehoods and vio- 
lence to deſtroy z in perſwading weak minds to think, 
and compelling others to declare (contrary to their 
_ inward thoughts and the ſtrongeſt conviction : un- 
der the penalty of being reputed Infidels and unfit 
for chriſtian ſociety, and ſometimes of inquiſitorial 
racks and tortures), that ignorance is the mother 
of devotion; that it is ſufficient for ſalvation, to be- 
lieve they know not what, and to perform the out- 
ward works of pennance, enjoyned by the prieſt, they 
know not why z without inward holineſs of life or con- 
formity of will to the laws of God, which are to be 
ſpiritually underſtood, tho' publiſh'd to incarnate 
man by typic repreſentations and parabolic reſem- 
blances taken from rhe common occurrences of hu- 
man- life incarnate. Vet St. Paul tells us ( 1 Cor. xiv. 
14, if); If I pray in an unknown tongue, my ſpirit 
prayeth, but my underſtanding is unfruitful. What 
is it then? I will pray with the ſpirit, and I will pray 
with the underſtanding alſo : I will fing with the 
ſpirit, and I will fing with the underſtanding allo. 
And again, ſpeaking of God (2 Cor. iii. 6.) who al- 
ſo hath made us able miniſters of the new teſtament, 
not of the letter, but of the ſpirit : for the letter 
killeth, but the ſpirit giveth life. Let us then, 
with the underſtanding, as well as becoming fer- 
vour of ſpirit ; ſing praiſes ro God, ſing praiſes ; 
ſing praiſes unto our King, ſing praiſes. I herefore, 

I. IN diſcourſing on theſe words; I ſhall endea- 
vour, thro? the divine aſſiſtance, firſt to declare thoſe 
attributes of God, with their connections and diſ- 


tinctions, that render him ſupremely worthy of the 
higheſt 


0 
higheſt praiſes and adorations of his free intelligent 
creatures in their upright ſtate, 

II. To declare thoſe attributes of Chriſt our 
King; that render him, under God, as to his hu- 
man- nature in union with the divine, ſupremely wor- 
thy of the higheſt praiſes due to his mediatorial cha- 
racter from man incarnate regenerated or engaged 
in the regeneration- proceſs. 

III. To enumerate ſome of thoſe numberleſs 
mercies and acts of divine goodneſs to theſe nat ions; 
that loudly call for the higheſt ſtrains of praiſe and 
thangſgiving to God and Chriſt our King, not in 
thought and words only, but alſo in beneficent 
actions, aſter the divine example of Chriſt- incar- 
nate, joining our labours with the divine wiſdom 
manifeſted in the ſpiritual powers and the laws of 


God and Chriſt given to us for the promotion of 


man's happineſs both here and hereafter. 

IV. AN y laſtly ſhew, by what ſteps our excellent 
conſtitution has attain'd to its preſent Perfection, 
and wherein that Perfection conſiſts: as containing 
the higheſt motives for praiſe and thankſgiving from 
theſe nations in particular, and the very materials 
of them. 

I. To begin then with the 1ſt. part of this diſ- 
courſe, Thoſe attributes of God that render him 
ſupremely worthy of the higheſt praiſes and ado- 
ration; cannot be better, declared than by a prac- 
tical expoſition of the iſt. part of the Athanaſian 
Creed, received by our holy church, and agreeable 
to the beſt lights of reaſon and the whole tenor 
of ſcripture, 

TRE love of God and our neighbour is the 
fulfilling of the law [Rom. xiii, 1—8—10, Mat. 
xxii. 36-40]: For on theſe two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets. And, if ye 
love me (ſaith Chriſt), keep my commandments 
(John xiv. 15), For this is the love of God (faith 

St. 
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St. John, 1 John v. 3); that we keep his command- 
ments. Therefore, ſalvation or the regeneration of the 
Divine life (loſt by the fall of Man), which reſtores 
the image of God in the ſoul of man, and is taught 
in the law and the prophets, as exemplified by the 
life of Chriſt and explained in the goſpels; depends 
on the love of God and our neighbour, which con- 
fiſts in keeping the laws of God and of the ſociety 
we live in ſubordinately to God's Commandments. 

HEN CE, the Athanaſian Creed, which contains 
the terms of ſalvation, muſt be a practical creed 
deſcribing the moral character of an holy immor- 

tal or perfectly regenerate man form'd upon the 
plan of the divine original in the moral ſyſtem of 
perfections in God himſelf, procur'd for us, thro” 
the mediation of Chriſt, by the help of God's ho- 
ly-ſpirit eomny us to work out our ſalvation. This 
makes us perfect, as our father which is in heaven 
is perfect. k. 

I T is to be noted once for all ; that the meta- 
phyſical nature of the holy Trinity, is no farther 
conſider'd in this and the other two Creeds receiv'd 
by our holy Church, than is neceſſary for the un- 
derſtanding the ſyſtem of moral perfections in the 
divine life copied from the all-perfe&t nature of 
God our heavenly father, and for the rightly con- 
ceiving and uſing the means appointed to recover 
that divine life loſt by the fall of man. 

Fon abſolute infinitude or boundleſs perfection 
applied ro the metaphyſical nature and powers of 
the mind [which is the only expreſſion man can 
properly ule, to point out the ſupreme excellence 
of the divine nature, peculiar to God, unattainable 
by man, ard incommunicable even to the moſt ex- 
alted creature], is too mighty for the graſp of any 
mind or underſtanding leſs than abſolutely infinite, 
z. e. of any other than God himſelf. Relative or 
growing infinitude, i. e. boundleſs growth; which 

is 
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s the higheſt conception of a created mind; be- 
ing incapable of ever arriving at abſolute infinitude 
or ſelf· exiſtent perfection, either in the full adequate 
conception or poſſeſſion of it. 

THe three creeds; in their inward ſtructure, 
and in the uſage of our chwch regarding their place 
in the liturgy z are plainly intended for three dif 
ferent ranks ot chriſtians, diſtinguiſh'd in the apoſ- 
tolic writings by the names of Babes, the Faithſu', 
the Perfect-ſaints. The like diſtinction of rarks 
may be obſerved in almoſt every profeſſion. Tradet- 
men muſt be apprentices, and work as journeymen, 
before they are fit to be maſters, Lawyers are 
ſtudents, and counſellors, before they are fic to be 
judges. And in academical education; the degrees 
of batchelors, and maſters of arts, pitcede that of 
doctors. Bur to return : 

I. Tux ift. and loweſt rank in the chriſtian 
church, is that of the Babes in Chriit, that feed on 
milk, i. e. the firſt elements of chriſtian inſtruction 
in the Apoltles-crecd digetled for their ule by their 
mother the church, durirg their continuance in the 
dabe- like catechumen-ſtare wherein this milk-like 
inſtruction is, by frequent circulation thro' the whole 
ſyſtem or habit of life, to become the habitual law 
of life or living ſoul of the ſyſtem, as God him- 
ſelf terms the circling-blood, in reſpect of the ani- 
mal-body, in his precepts to Noah (Gen. 1x. 4.) 

II. Tur 2d rank, is that of the Faithful (Eph. 
i, 1, Coloſ. i, 2.) i. e. the Agoniſtic chriſtian warri- 
ors, who, by reuſon of uſe or habitual practice in 
the elemental food of the catechumen- ſtate juſt now 
mention'd, have their ſpiritual ſenſes [by ſome late 
writers term'd, the moral ſenſe] exerciſed to dit- 
cern both good and evil [ Heb. v» 11- 14]: 

III. TAE 3d. rank, is that of the Perfect [ Heb. 
v. 14. vi. 1—3] or the ſaints (eminently fo called): 
who have obtained a compleat victory over their 


ſpiritual enemies, have the triumphant crown of 
chiiltian 
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chriſtian liberty for their reward, and are fit to teach 
others [ Heb. v. 12. 2 Cor, ill, 3—12—-1f—17, 
John vw. 3136]. 

To the Faithtui warriors of the 2d. rank, belongs 


the Nicene ſi e. vidtorous] creed [or creed of the 


conque1 ors ] { Rev, vi. 2J. To the Saints, the Perfect 
ſaints 3 the Athanahan. To both; the participation 
of the ſacramental body and blood of Chriſt, nou- 
riſhing and preſerving the inward divine life by feed- 
ing ſpiritually on the exemplary practice or works 
of: Cbriſt's life [the ſolid food they are to digeſt 
tor themiclves: Heb, v. 12-—14], as well as drink- 
10g-in his doctrines, To the Catechumens or the 
1it, rank, belongs baptiſmal purification of the out- 
ward habit of life, preparatory for the inward 
purification by the Holy-ſpirit in the rank of the 
faithful. | | 
Tun Athanaſian creed is expreſs'd in obſcure 
terms: that the high or utmoſt moral- perfection 
required in a perfect ſtate, may not ſtagger the re- 
ſolution of the young beginner in the regenerati- 
on-procels or ſtate of the faithful, who is to be 
led on, ſtep by ſtep, from lower to higher attain- 
ments in knowledge and a holy life [i. e. in faith 
and practice]; from glory to glory, until he ſhall 
appear before the God of Gods in Sion | 2 Cor. 
in. 6—$—18, Heb. xii. 22. Deut. x. 17, Pal. 
CXXXvi. 2]. For the like reaſon Chriſt preached 
in parables : St, Paul allotted ſtrong meat to the 
Perfect, and milk to Babes: and the providence 
of God ſuits the degrees of Knowledge communi- 
cated to mankind in the ſeveral ages of the world, 
to the various ſtates of mankind in thoſe ages. 
THis is done by means of awaking or. confer- 
ring new degrees or powers of the underſtanding, 
as the heart grows better [z, e. more inclin'd to o- 
bey the will of God, and keep his commandments 5 
John vii. 17]; and taking them away, as it grows 
worle by abuling the powers already given : for 
who- 
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whoſoever hath (Mat. xii, '119—12—17), to lim 
ſhall be given, and he ſhall have more abundance 
(ith our bleſſed Lord): but whoſoever hath not, 
from him ſhall be taken away cven that he hath. 
Thus; tho' the holy ſcriptures contain the whole 
ſyſtem of Creation and Providence, and arc in the 
hands of the church; yet they arc ſpiritually inte]- 
ligible, only to fuch as have the key of David from 
the Holy-ſpirir, and that in proportion to their ca- 
pacities and neceſſities (Rev. iii. 7. John xvi, 12— 
14—16—25). 

To proceed then with the Athanaſian crecd, 2. e. 
the creed of an holy immortal or perfect chriſtian - 

1. WHOSsOEVER will be ſaved; before all 
things it is neceſſary, that he hold the catholick 
faith [as an inſtruction for practice; which muſt 
be blind and ſervile, and therefore inconſiſtent with 
the glorious liberty of the ſons of God; if wanting 
the light of faith held forth myſteriouſly in this crecd, 
to diſtinguiſh between the perfect manumitted chril- 
tians and the ranks preceding them, until they 
approach to the purity of heart belonging to the 
perfect · ſtate which has the promife of ſecing God 
(Mar. v. 8.) z. e. of clearly underſtanding the na- 
ture of the divine-life declared in this creed. And 
in proportion to the purity of heart, is the under- 
ſtanding enlarged in the perception of divine truths] 
{ John xiv. 1 —6—9—13—16—21--24—26—31.] 

2. Wulc faith [or moral ſyſtem of lite | ex- 
cept every one do keep whole and undefiled | in 
exactly conforming his practice thereto 3 io as ro 
form ſuitable habits of virtue and a Godlike life]: 
without doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly | Rey. 
xxi. 27. xxii. 11—1f]. 

3. AND the catholick faith {or form of life 
publiſhed as an univerſal law; that wholoever hopes 
to become a citizen of the heavenly Jeruſalem, mult 
acquire a habit of exactly conforming his manners 
thereto] is this {that follows to the end of this 

B 2 creed]: 
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creed] : that we worſhip {by acknowledgingh is ſu- 
preme dominion, in conforming our lives and prac- 
tice to his will and example] one God [all- perfect 
and fſelf-exiſtent ſole fount of perfection and bliſs 
to others] in Trinity [as being paternally, in the 
1ſt. perſon, living- goodneſs wiſe and powerful: fili- 
ally, in the zd. perſon, living-wiſdom good and pow- 
erful ; ſpiritually, in the 3d, perſon, living-power 
good and wiſe or chariform-lite] ; and Trinity [as 
aforeſaid, morally characterized] in unity | harmoniouſly 
concurring in one uniform divine: lite perfectly-hap- 
py, ſelf-ſufficient, ſelſ- exiſtent and ſubſtantially one]; 
4. NEITHER confounding the [three] perſons 
[together ; Father, Son and Holy- ſpirit; or their re- 
ſpective offices in the divine- life, as juſt now ex- 
plain'd or diſtinguiſh'd] : nor dividing the ſubſtance 
and ſeparating the diſtinEt offices belonging to theſe 
perſonal characters; ſo as to render them diſcordant 
or regardleſs of union in one ſubſtantially uniform life}. 
5. For there is one perſon of the Father Cas to 
his regiminal moral- character, being living-good- 
nels wiſe and powerful; begetting of knowledge, 
Iiving-wiſdom or good and powerful knowledge], 
another of the Son [as to his moral- character, being 
living-wiſdom or good and powerful knowledge fi- 
lially cxpanſive of the knowledge of living- goodneſs 
wiſe and powerful]: and another of the Holy-ghoſt 
{as to his moral character, being the chat iform- life, 
1. e. living; charity or living- power good and wile, 
proceeding from both Father and Son, as now mo— 
rally characterized, i. e. from fontal living-goodnels 
and living-wiſdom, duratively, #. e. filling the whole 
of duration with living- goodneſs and living-wiſdom 
powerfully, as the Son filleth the whole of Loundleſs- 
ſpace with living-goodnels and ſiving- power wilely,and 
as the Father filleth the unity of neceſſary ſelf-· exiſtent 
vigour with living- wiſdom and living-power goodly. 
6. Bur the Godhead [i. e. morally z the free 
ſupreme dominion} of the Father, of the Son, and of 
the 
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the Holy-ghoſt is all one [in this ſubſtantially united 
life]: the glory, equal [as being, each, of infinite 
worth, and abſolutely neceſſary ro ſupreme perfec- 
tion]; the majeſty [ſupremacy of rightful-power 
over the whole Sins life], co-eternal i. e. of bound. 
leſs duration in each of them). 

7. Such [in reſpect of all the following divine 
Attributes] as the Father is, ſuch is the Son: and ſuch 
is the Holy-ghoſt. 

8. THe Father, uncreate; the Son, uncreate : and 
the Holy-ghoſt, uncreate | for all three ſubſiſt in the 
one only ſelf-· exiſtent all· perfect unchangeable Being}. 

9. Tun Father, incomprehenſible [i. e bound- 
leſs in perfection; and omnipreſent to boundleſs ſpace 
conſtituted by God's omnipreſence}; the Son, in com- 
prehenſible: and the Holy-ghoſt incomprehenſible, 

10. THE Father, eternal [i. e. of boundlcls-dura- 
tion]; the Son, eternal: and the Holy-ghoſt eternal. 

11. AND yet they are not three eternals [in re- 
ſpe of ſubſtantial Being]: but one eternal | there 
being but one abſolute boundleſs duration, conſti- 
tuted by the neceſſary ſelf-exiſtence of the one all- 
perfect Being]. 

12, As alſo there are not three incomprehenſibles, 
nor three uncreated ; but one uncreated, and one in- 
comprehenſible [ſubſtantial Being ]. 

13. So likewile the Father is almighty ; the Son, 
almighty : and the Holy-ghoft, almighty, 

14. AND yet they are not three almighties: hut 
one almighty [Being poſſeſſed of three pertonal- lives 
in molt intimate union, as before explain'd]. 

15. So the Father is God [ſupreme lawgiver and 
ruler over a willing people freely conſenting to his do- 
minion ]; the Son is God: and the Holy-ghoſt is God, 

16. AND yet they are not three Gods | or ſepa- 
rate rulers] : but one God { ruling, as a Father, his 
freely imitative obſervant ſons). 

17. So likewiſe the Father is Lord [abſolute rul- 
er over ſuch as do not willingly ſubmit to his domi- 

nion); 
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nion] ; the Son is Lord: and the Holy-ghoſt Lord. 

18. AND yet not three Lords [ſeparate rulers] : 
bur One Lord. | : "Rh 

19. For like as we are compelled by the chrif- 
tian verity [declaring the diſtinction of offices and 
perſonal moral · characters in the divine-life both ori- 
ginal in God, and deriv'd from him in his imita- 
tive ſons] to acknowledge every perſon, by himſelf, 
to be God and Lord [i. e. free-ruler over free-peo- 
ple; and abſolute, over flayes] ; 8 

20. So are we forbidden by the catholick religion 
Li. e. univerſal- law of one uniform, living - practice]: 
to lay, there be three Gods or three Lords [| ſepa- 
rare Rulers ]. 

21. TH Father is made of none [i. e. is not de- 
rived er formed of any other]: neither created [ont 
of nothing], nor begotten | of ſomething, in any re- 
ſpect, before him], 

22. THE Son, is of the Father alone: not made 
Di. e. formed], nor created Tout of nothing], but 
begotten [ſo as to poſſeſs or receive the likeneſs of 
his Father]. 

23. THE Holy- ghoſt is of the Father: and of the 
Son: not made i. e. formed] nor created [out of 
nothing], nor begotten [ in the way of imitative-like- 
neſs or durable- image; as the Son is], but proceeding 
[ in progreſſive active lite, filling the whole of abſolute- 
duration: as the Son doth the whole of abſolute- ſpace 
or boundleſs amplitude of being and expanſion pre- 
ſentially: and the Father, the unity of neceſſary ſelf- ex- 
iſtence inviſible. John i. 18, xiv. 2—=6—10—16— 
21—24—26, 1 John iv. 12—16, v. 9—11]. 

24. So there is one Father, not three Fathers : one 
Son, not three Sons: one Holy- ghoſt, not three Ho- 
ly-ghofts, | 

25. AND in this Trinity, none is afore, or after 
other ¶ in reſpect of duration]: nons is greater or 
leſs than another | in authority or extent of dominion ]; 

26. Bur the whole three perſons are co-cternal 

to- 
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together [in duration]: and co- equal [in authority 
as aforeſaid ]. 

27. So that in all things, as is aforeſaid : the uni- 
ty in Trinity, and the Trinity {of perſonal moral-cha- 
raters and offices] in unity [of ſubſtantial- life] is 
to be worſhipped [by practically acknowledging 
the ſupreme dominion of this three-one divine-lite 
original and ſelf- exiſtent in God; and derived of 
God in the free beatified creature}. 

28. HE therefore that will be ſaved | from ab- 
ſolute ſlavery, and the extreme miſery ariſing from 
eternal co- ercion or reſtraint of obſtinate ſelf- will]: 
muſt thus practically] think of the Trinity [and 
order his life accordingly ]. 

II. 29. Fux THERMoORE [to go on to the 
2d. part of this diſcourſe ; which declares thoſe at- 
tributes of Chriſt our King, that render him, under 
God, ſupremely worthy, as to his human-nature in 
union with the divine, of the higheſt praiſcs due 
to his mediatorial character from man-incarnate re- 
generated or engaged in the regeneration-procels : 
and which are fully expreſſed in the remaining part 
of the Athanaſian Creed, as followeth], it is neceſ- 
ſary to everlaſting ſalvation [which depends on the 
acquiring a durable habit ot the threc-one divine- 
life: or is rather no other than that habit it ſelf]: 
that he alſo believe rightly [in order ro ſuitable 
practice needful for acquiring the aforeſaid durable 
habit] the incarnation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
[the viſible exemplar we are to imitate with ab- 
ſolute ſubmiſſion of our ſelf- mortified wills, during 
our education in his ſchool]. 

30. For the right faith {leading to right prac- 
tice in the chriſtian-life, preparatory for the divine- 
life] is, that we believe [ by our underſtanding] and 
confeſs [by ſuitable practice]: that our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Golf of God [as filially poſſeſſed of the 
three-one divine-life], is God [the Son, or original 


living · wiſdom good and powerful] and man | pol- 
icthng 


16 
ſeſſing the created animal · life incarnate, And there- 
fore, as manifeſting the original three- one divine- 
life to incarnate-man by a viſible incarnate excm- 
plar ſciz, His own incarnate-lite, is eminently the 


light of the world, leading to the acquiſition of 


the three-one divine-life by like ſteps, as Chriſt's 
human-nature obtain'd it (when he grew in wiſ- 
dom and ſtature, and in favour with God and man; 
Luk. ii. 52.) and as he afterwards form'd his diſ- 
ciples by precepts and ſpiritual acts of power re- 
lated in the goſpel-hiſtory of Chriſt's life conducting 
the regeneration proceſs, John xiv. 6] 3 

31. Goo, of the ſubſtance of the Father, be- 
gotten before the world's [A, or ages of the 
regeneration or gencrative-creation-procels. Sce No. 
22. 3. J. 6, John. i. 1—4—9—12—14] : and man, 
of the ſubſtance of his mother [Luk. i. 31 —3F5], 
born in the world [Aue, i. e. regeneration age]; 

32. PERFECT God, and perfect man; of a rea- 
ſon ble ſou!, and human fleſh ſubſiſting | Mar, xxvi. 
39—42. xxvii 46, &c ] 

32. EQUAL tothe Father, as touching his God- 
head | No. iy. 25, 26. John xiv, 1—7—10] : 
and interior to the Father, as touching his manhood 
[ John xiv. 28. xvit. 3] : 

24. W no, although he be God and man: yet 
he is not two, but one Chrilt | John x. 30. xvii. 
21 —23] [and therefore, in ſalvation of the animal- 
life; uu muſt be united with the divine-life : ſo 
conltituting the Chriſt within us, mentioned by St. 
Paul, Gal. iv. 19]. 

27 NE; not by converſion of the Godhead 
into fl-th [or changing the free-dominion of the 
divine-life into the likeneſs of the inſtinctive ani- 
mzl-life}; but by taking of the manhood into God 
[ie changing the animal-inſtinEive-life into the I- 
mage and likeneſs of the free-dominion of the di- 
vine-life ; ſo as to be capable of intimate union with 
15 8 

26, ONE 
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36. ONE altogether; not by confuſion of ſub- 
tance [in a chaos-like anarchy, void of all regi- 
men]: but by unity of perſon [in one conſiſtent 
perfect harmonious form of life divine and animal]. 

37. Fon, as the reaſonable foul and fleſh is one 
man [by ſuch an harmonious union] : ſo God and 
man is one Chriſt [the divine-light of the iſt. 
regeneration day. John i. 4—14. Gen. i, 3—F. 
producing the moral tri-union (i. e. the good and 
wile uſe of moral-power) in private hſe-animal z 
the legal tri-union (i. e. the loyal and skilful uſe 
of legal-power) in publick-life-animal : which con- 
ſtitutes moral, and legal virtue reſpectively}. 

38, W no ſuffer'd for our ſalvation ¶ both to pre- 
ſerve the authority of God's laws, by due Puniſh- 
ment of ſin : and alſo to teach ſinners, by his ex- 
ample, how to become perfect thro” ſufferings ; in 
ſelt· mortification, by abſolute ſubmiſſion of the hu- 
man-will ro the divine (Mat. xxvi. 39); that, by 
fermentative expanſion of the elemental-powers of 
the animal-life and diſſolving its evil habits, free 
admiſſion may be given to thole of the divine: life 
and thereby a well - digeſted eſtabliſnment of a God- 
like regimen-legiſlative be produced in the animal- 
life, as in the firmamental-heavens of the 2d. re- 
generation-day (Gen. i. 6, 8.) conſtituting cauſal-vir- 
tue (i. e. tri-union of the cauſal- powers final, medial 
and fruitive z in fruition of the end propoſed, thro* 
the uſe of fit means) in private-life-animal, legiſla- 
tive virtue (i. e. tri- union of the legiſlative powers 
parliamentary, king, lords and commons; in the re- 
gal fiat given to laws fought by petition of the com- 
mons to ſupply the wants felt by the community, and 
approv'd of by the great council of lords in their de- 
liberations about the fitneſs of the laws propoſed) in 
the publick civil-life of the animal- polity]: deſcended 
into hell | or Hades, i. e. the inviſible ſtate ot ſouls ſe- 
parated from our viſible ſinful bodies: thereby teach- 
ing us (elf-mortification þ a the fallen executive w 

mals 
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mal: life or old- man; for he voluntarily gave himſelf 
up to his perſecutors, Mat. xxvi. 53], role again the zd. 
day from the dead | literally : by which chriſtians are 
inſtructed to riſe ſpiritually, on the 3d. day or ſtep of 
the regeneration proceſs, into a ſtate of vital or exe- 
cutive virtue flouriſhing with blooming ſeeding ſyl- 
tems of contemplative and practice forms of life, as well 
as the med:cinal aſcetic herbage (Gen. i. 9—1 3). vital- 
virtue; is the tri-union of the vital-powers perceptive, 
diſcriminative, operative : wherein opcration proceeds 
from difcrimination grounded in clear perception, and 
is always the reſult of a ſound judgment or guided by 
it, Executive- virtue; is the tri-union of the exe- 
cutive powers, in execution of the laws by legal-of- 
ficers duly-qualified], 

39. He afcended into heaven [the divine-life ſeat 
of law-making : thereby aſſuring his followers of the 
aſcenſion of moral- virtue, in the 4th ſtep of the rege- 
neration · proceß, into molt intimate union with cauſal- 
virtue; and of loyalty or legal- virtue, with legiſlative- 
virtue; in private and publick animal life reſpectively: 
in like manner, as the lights were placed in the hea- 
vens on the 4th creation- day, Gen. i. 14 19. No. 37. 
He ſitteth ſeſtabliſhed] on the right-hand of the Fa- 
ther God almighty Cin the dwine- life apprehenſion of 
ſupreme free-dominion ; for the Father committeth 
all judgment to the Son : whence, in combination of 
moral-virtue with vital in private animal-lite, and of 
legal virtue with executive in publick animal-life, on 
the ych regeneration- day, chriſtians are taught to give 
free tull moral - aſſent and vital praftic conſent tothe laws 
of the divinc- liſe now eſtabliſh'd in the animal- ſyſtem 
and circulating thro? it, as in the volatiles and aquatiles 
of the ych creation-day, Gen.1.20—23. J: from whence 
he ſhall come to judge | diſcriminatively, parting the 
ſneep from the goats the quick | living members of this 
Godlike animal-ſyſtem] and the dead | paſhive or unac- 
tive, ſlaves to their luſts, yielding an unwilling forced 
obedience to the laws of God] [ on the 6th regenera- 
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tion day; that combines cauſal - virtue with vital in 
private animal- life, and legiſlative with executive in 
publick : as in the three judicial - ly ſtems of ſtatute. law, 
common-law, and equity or law of nature and nations, 
in ſo many courts of juſtice, in the vulgar tongue, on 
the 6th creation-day, conſummated by Chriſtlike uni- 
on with the laws of God ſcriptural (commonly under- 
ſtood) in the 7th ſtep now to follow by ſentence of this 
Lord from heaven tri-uniting moral, cauſal, vital virtue 
in private life-animal, and legal, legiſlative, executive 
in public, Gen. i.—24-—31. 1 Cor, xv. 47]. 

40. Ar whoſecoming, all men ſhall rite again with 
their bodies [into ſyſtematic life]: and ſhall give ac- 
count for their own works | by habits viſible to all 
now confirm'd and unalterable ]. 

41. AND they that have done good [ by acquiring 
virtuous Godlike habits ], ſhall go into lite- everlaſting 
Lor Aturtal as free-men and ſons; ſabbatically, on the 
2th endleſs day or perpetual noon of this regenerat ion- 
week]: and they that have done evil [by acquiring 
evil habits], into everlaſting CA] fire [(of co- 
ercion; as ſlaves irreclaimable. For now the door is 
ſhut; and the ſyſtem compleated, by the tri- union of 
loyal, legiſlative, and executive virtue in political-lite ; 
as of moral, cauſal, and vital in private-life ]. 

42. TH1s is the catholick faith [or univerſal rule 
of the chriſtian life]: which except a man believe 
faithfully (as the rule of his practice, to enlighten his 
paths and guide his ſteps in his ſpiritual walkings], 
he cannot be ſaved | from everlaſting milery ], 

III. Havinxs thus declared the attributes of God 
and Chriſt, that render them ſupremely worthy of the 
higheſt praiſes and adorations of all mankind : I thill 
now proceed to enumerate, under the 3d. head ot this 
diſcourſe, ſome of thoſe numberlels mercies and acts of 
divine goodneſs to theſe nations, that loudly call for 
the highelt ſtrains of praiſe and thankſgiving to God 
and Chriſt our King. And as it is impoſſible, ro bring 
within the compaſs of a ſhort dilcourtc the many {19+ 
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nal mercies and deliverances and unmerited favours re- 
ceiv'd at the bounteous hand of divine-providence, by 
theſe nations. We muſt be contented with reciting 
the chief of them; and that as briefly as may be. 

Ir we look back to the times of darkneſs and confu- 
ſion before the reformation : how diſmal is the ſcene of 
igaorance and ſervitude to antichriſtian tyranny in mat- 
ters of religion ? and of inteſtine commorions and ſtate- 
feavers always accompanied with great ſhedding of 
blood; in a conſtitution then not truly ballanced, but 
eagerly deſirous of liberty and to tranſmit it to po- 
ſterity? | 

TA example of eccleſiaſtic tyranny in an apoſta- 
tiz'd church (that was believed to have the keys of 
heaven and cverlaſting- life and infallibility), gave a 
colourablc pretence and ſanction to the like exerciſe 
of dominion in ſuch civil governments as ſubmitted 
to the papal yoak and borrowed their form of life 
and political ſupport from it. Bur the ſpirit of liber- 
ty, ſo natural to the ſons of Japhet, and imported 
into the Roman-empire broken and divided among the 
ten governments founded by the northren deſcendents 
of Japher z could never be totally extinguifh'd in Bri- 
rain, tho' often greatly diſtreſs'd: and ar laſt, after a 
ſhort, but ſevere tryal under the perſecutions of queen 
Mary's reign, it raiſed its head above the power of its 
enemies, in the reignof queen Elizabeth, by a happy 
union of church and ſtate in a national parliamentary 
eſlabliſnment of a truly chriſtian free government both 
in church and ſtate; not only reforming from the er- 
rors of Rome in religion, but rejecting allo, in the 
exerciſe of dominion, the anti- chriſtian tyranny of her 
form of government both civil and eccleſiaſtic. 

How EVER happy this new- born reformation- uni- 
on of church and ſtate, upon a ſcriptural and genu- 
ine chriſtian foundation, was during the reign of queen 
Elizabeth: it was not firmly enough eſtabliſh'd, to eſ- 
cape the ſnares of Rome in the next following reign. 
When Rome could no longer prevail by open vio- 
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ence : ſhe firſt attempted to deſtroy the religious and 
civil liberties of England by cutting off, at one ſecret 
blow, the King and both houſes of Parliament, after 
many fruitleſs plots in the foregoing reign of queen 
Elizabeth, This moſt execrable plot, commonly 
known by the name of Gun-powder treaſon, being 
prevented by a vigilant and benign over-ruling provi- 
dence : the devouring dragon changed his form into 
that of a ſubtil inſinuating ſerpent, and ſow'd the ſeeds 
of diviſion between the government and ſubjects of 
the ſtrongeſt and beſt ſecur'd national eltabliſhmenr 
upon earth. An eſtabliſnment of a truly chriſtian 
church and well-order'd civil-liberty fitly bounding the 
rights of every member of the community by laws, 
to which he was either born a ſubject or aſſented him- 
{elf or by his repreſentative in parliament. The then 


* reigning prince was ſeduced by flatterers (probably 


ſet on or encouraged by emiſſaries of Rome; as is well 
known to have been the caſe in the next following 
reign), to aſpire after abſolute-dominion independent 
of parliaments : and the people grew jealous of the 
crown, and by degrees withdrew their affections from 
it: inſomuch that about the 18th year of that reign, 
the two parties for and againſt governing by parlia- 
ments, came to a head and introduc'd themſelves into 
the parliament of 1620, from which time a judicious 
hiſtorian dates the riſe and progreſs of our preſent well- 
ballanced conſtitution and happy eſtabliſhment : for the 
errors of that reign gave birth to the following ſtrug- 
gle that ended in the diſſolution of the conſtitution, the 
murder of the King by an uſurping faction, new forms 
of government, all ot them oppreſſive to the ſubject 
and deſtructive of religiousand civil liberty. So that be- 
ing experimentially convinced of the goodneſs of their 
old parliamentary conſtitution in a limited monarchy, 
above all the other forms they had tried: the nation 
ſighed for a reſtoration of it. Divine providence heard 


1 - them, and pitying their diſtreſs, granted their requeſt 
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by the reſtitution of the King and Royal family and 
the reſtoration of the government, after many years 
interruption, in the year 1660, This was follow'd 
by ſuch mutual careſſes between King and People 
in Parliament aſſembled; that the Popiſh party began 
ro form new ſchemes of diſturbing the new happy 
ſettlement, left time ſhould cement it too firmly 
for them ever to overturn, Henceproceeded the rigors 
of that reign againſt proteſtant Diſſenters; to make 
them favour a general toleration, and the Pretenſions 
of the Crown to a power of diſpenſing with the laws, 
when matters ſhould be ripe for the projected eſtabliſn- 
ment of Popery and an abſolute government. They 
founded their hopes on the King's only brother being 
a papiſt, and his great intereſt with the King, and the 
proſpect of his ſucceeding to the crown. Upon the 
acceſſion of this prince (i. e. King James the 2d.) to 
the throne z they had well nigh deſtroy'd our conſti- 
tution: had not divine providence again interpoſed in 
the wonderful and glorious accompliſhment of the Re- 
volution happily effected by King William the 3d. ne- 
ver to be forgotten (as being the happy inſtrument 
of divine providence in working this great deliverance.) 
To him alſo, under God, we owe the prudent provi- 
ſion for the perpetuity of our conſtitution, by limit- 
ing the ſucceſſion to the crown to the proteſtant line 
and guarding againſt all future attempts to deſtroy our 
liberties religious or civil. The happy acceſſion of 
the preſent royal family to the throne, withour any 
confuſions, at a time when the popiſh party and the 
friends of a popiſh Pretender had again rais'd a ſpirit 
of Jacobitiſm into power, is the next great event now 
to be remember'd with the higheſt gratitude to divine 
providence. 

Tu more a conſtitution is advanced in its progreſs 
to perfection; the more harmful and wicked is any at- 
tempt to deſtroy it; and the greater bleſſing is the de- 
liverance from ſuch attempt or the rendering it fruit» 
lels. As the preſervation of a man is of greater mo- 
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ment, than that of a child. Thus: the reſtoration was 
a more important bleſſing, than the deliverance from 
the preceeding plots; but yielded in value to that of the 
Revolution, under divine-providence atchieved by our 
glorious deliverer King William: as that, to the Proteſ- 
tant ſucceſſion taking place in 1714. And this laſt great 
deliverance {we are this day to commeniorate, trom 
the late unnatural rebellion againſt a mild, and truly pa- 
ternal adminiſtration and the beſt of conſtitutions, in 
being fo happily accompliſh'd by the vigilant and wile 
conduct of a brave young prince, at anage when others 
are devoted to the pleaſures of youth or little acquaint- 
ed with military skill, exceeds tliem all, not only in 
that reſpect, but alſo in being a ſure pledge of the con- 
tinuance of God's protection for the perperuating our 
preſent happy eſtabliſhment by watching over our prin- 
ces in the day of battle and præſiding in their councils, 
that both in the field and cabinet all may be directed tor 
the glory of God and good ot theſe naaions. 

IV. I SyouLD now proceed to ſhew, by what Reps 
our excellent conſtitution has attain'd to its preſent per- 
fection, and in what that perſection conſiſts. Bur I 
take it for granted, you have prevented me; by obſerv- 
ing the reſemblance between our parliamentary conſti- 
tution and that of the chriſtian- church (herein the 
offices of biſhops, prieſts or presbyters, and deacons 
reſpectively anſwer to thoſe of king, lords, and com- 
mons in our parliamentary conſtitution). I his was the 
conſtitution of the original chriſtian church; having 
Chriſt himſelf for biſhop, the twelve apoltles for pres- 
byters, and the ſeventy diſciples for deacons, After 
Chriſt's aſcenſion ; the apottles became biſhops by 
Chriſt's appointment and the deſcent of the Holy- 
ghoſt at Pentecoſt : and the ſcven deacons were con- 
ſtituted in the mother-church at Jeruſalem, by laying 
on of the apoſtles hands, in place of the ſeventy dit- 
ciples, who were probably conſtituted elders, 7. e. 
presbyters by the apoſtles ; for we read of elders with 


the apoſtles at Jeruſalem in the firſt council. For a 
ſatisfactory 
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ſatis factory fair and judicious account of this matter; 
fee Dr. Potter's diſcourſe on. church- government. 
The like reſemblance may be perceived in the three 
moral characters of the three perſons in the divine- life; 
compared with the three offices juſt mentioned in the 
chriſtian church: as ſeems to be intimated by St. Ig- 
natius (an apoſtolic father), in adviſing chiiſtians 
(Epiſt. Smyrn. c. 8. Ignat, Epiſt. Tral. c. 2. 3;) 
to follow their biſhop; as Chriſt, the Father; the 

resbytery, as the apoſtles; the deacons, as the com- 
mand of God (Epiſt. Philad. c. 4) one biſhop, with 
presbytery and deacons; even as there is one unbegot- 
ten God and Father; one only begotten Son, God 
the Word and Man; and one Paraclete, the ſpirit of 
ttuth. This is plainly implied in the form ot baptiſm, 
which receives {ubjccts to the three- one divine- life re- 
preſented by the conſtitution or government of the 
viſible chriſtian church (Rev. iv. 2—4, 5. v. 6). 

Hence ; the union between church and ſtare is per- 
ſect; as being founded in the reſemblance of both to 
the divine-life which has been explain'd in the expo- 
fition of the Athanaſian creed, and is accompliſh'd 
(nor by changing the divine-life, or its copy the con- 
ſtitution of the church into the likeneſs of the civil- 
conſtitution), but by changing the civil-conſtitution 
into the likeneſs of the divine: life. 

A Like reſemblance may be perceiv'd between the 
ſeveral ſteps of the regeneration-procels, or the chris 
ſtian-liſe as explain'd in the 2d. part of the Athana- 
ſian· creed); and the correſponding ſteps of growth of 
our preſent happy conſtitution during fix periods 
(each of 20 years) already paſt: but having not time 
ſufficient now for declaring this matter; I ſhall leave 
it to your own oblervations, as being tne occurences 
of the laſt and preſent ages, and particularly conſi- 
der'd in another diſcourſe. 

Thus is Chriſt form'd politically, in the happy u- 
nion of his true ſcriptural church with the civil pow» 


er eſtabliſning it in our excellent conſtitution : where» 
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in every man ficely enjoys all his natural 1ights end 


liberties religious and civil; and is 1cftrained in no- 
thing but the doing violence to the rights of others. 

Tis is the conſtitutition, the ent mies of our peace 
ſtrove lately to deprive us of, thio' a rebellion excited 
by the three frog- like impuie ſpirits (Rey. xvi, 12.) 
of the Atheiſtic dragon- like robbers ard murderers vo- 
racious and tyrannic in oppre ſſive uſe of power, of the 
voluptuous ſenſual beaſt or Anarchy, of the anti- 
chriſtian falſe-propher or falſe interpretation of ſcrip- 
ture by the popiſh chuich changing the truth of 
God into a lie. 

Bur they were diſcomfited by cur armies head- 
ed by an intrepid, vigilant and wiſe young prince 
fighting under the banners of the living-God and 
of Chriſt our King, in defence of our chriſtian and 
Civil liberties the reſult of a conſtitution truly copied 
ſrom the divine-life and tenderly cheriſh'd with pa- 
ternal care by a good prince now on the throne ; 
whoſe royal virtues, we haye well-grounded hopes, 
will be continued in his royal line by the ſame di- 
vine goodneſs that has given them fer a bleſſing to 
theſe nations, and to all the nations around that ſhall 
earneſtly defire to obtain the ſame tiuly chriſtian 
form of government, 

LerT us therefore, with one voice, in concert 
with all tive chriſtians and friends of mankind ; 
ſing praiſes to God, fing praiſes : ſing praiſes unto 
our King, ſing praiſes, 
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Ir r. 
EE ING the diſcourſe referr'd to (P. 24, 
8 4th line from the bottom) is not yet print= 
ed: it is thought needful, to add here an 
Extract from it, that will contribute to the ber- 


ter underſtanding the Expoſition of the Athanaſian 
Creed. 


THE powers or facultics of the mind which 
conſtitute the divine image, and are capable of 
political perfection; are three vital, namely, thoſc 
of Perception, Diſcrimination, Operation. Three 
cauſa], namely, thoſe conſtitutive of an end to be 
purſued, means to be uſed, and fruition of the end 
obtain'd : Three moral, namely, thoſe of regimi- 
nal inclination, regiminal light or knowledge, re- 
giminal power or habit. 


THE cauſal cannot ſubſiſt, but in the vital. 
Neither the moral, but in both cauſal and vital. 


Bur the vital may ſubſiſt without the caulal : 
as we lee too often in a life of frolick and licen- 
tiouſneſs, where no viſible end is purſucd. And both 
vital and cauſal may ſubſiſt without the moral : 
as in multitudes of inſtances ot bad liſe, or fool- 
iſh, or weak and impotent; where the end pur- 
ſu'd is not good, or the means choſen not fit, or 
the fruition of expected delight diſappointed (tho 
the end be gain'd) either thro' ſlings of conſcience, 
or falling ſhort of expectation, or natural incapaci- 
ty (in either faculty or object) ot agreement be- 
twceen them in ſtate of poſſeſſion. 
| — 9 A BEING 
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A BEIN s poſſeſs'd of all theſe faculties, is yet 
but miſerable or imperfect in ſome degree or other, 
unleſs an orderly harmonious ſyſtem of lite be formed 
in the due exerciſe of them all with diffuſive God- 
like goodneſs. This is the divine likeneſs perfec- 
| Live of the divine image. This is that breath of life 
| which God breathed into Adam (in the ſpiritual 
fl meaning), by which the faculties of his mind, diſ- 
i united in their exerciſe, were formed into a living 
Þ {oul ; as his body formed of Duſt, became a te- 
| nantable habitation for that ſoul, whilſt the material 
[ ſign of life appear'd in reſpiration or breathing (a 
1 ſign uſed by Chriſt in giving the Holy-ſpirit). 
This breath of life Adam loft, when expelled from 
Eden and returned to the Duſt whence he was ta- 
ken; in ſpiritual death, by diſ-union of his facul- 
ties ; in natural death, by diſſolution of his body. 


| | To render the ſyſtem of life in the exerciſe of 
! theſe faculties, perfectly healthful and happy: there 


rault be a tri-unity in every claſs of them, and in all 
the three claſſes together. | | 


DiscRIMINATION mult be generated of per- 
ception, by habitually torming the judgment upon 
clear perceptions (proportioning the degrees of al- 
ent to the degrees of probability in doubtful caſes) : 

and operation muſt proceed from both difcrimina- 
tion and perception, in conſtant orderly harmoni— 
ous tri-union, never at random, 


Tur means choſen muſt be ſuch as are fit for 
ihe end, and, in that reſpect, generated of it: and 
{ruition mult proceed from both, namely, from an 
end capable of fruition, and from the uſe of means 
{ic to obtain the propoſed end. Otherwiſe unfrumn- 
tu} diſappointment mult follow, ending either in ex- 
tinction of the caulal-life, or in fruitleſs longing or 
| 1n 
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in wretched deſpair. Hence ariſes the neceſſity of 
an habitual conſtant tri-union in the exerciſe of the 
cauſal faculties final, medial and fruitive z in order 
to health and happinels. 


In the moral claſs ; knowledge mult be generat- 
ed of good inclination-regiminal, and thereby con- 
ſtitute wiſdom in its exerciſe ſubſervient and con- 
formable to goodneſs: and power - regiminal mult pro- 
cced from both, in the habitual exerciſe of it con- 
formable both to goodneſs and wiſdom, 


| In the united exerciſe of all the three claſſes : the 
vital muſt freely give the ſupreme dominion to the 
moral, and the middle place to the caulal. 


THe natural order of obtaining this perfect 
ſyſtematic exerciſe of all the faculties rogether in 
conſtant virtuous union; is, by progreſſive ſteps 
forming habits, in the manner of exerciſe, accord- 
ing to divine appointment. This proceſs conſiſts 
of ſeven ſteps, 


Tu foundation is laid in ſuch a continued 
exerciſe of the three moral faculties, as gives 
them a confirm'd habitual tri- union. Thence 
the proceſs goes on to a like manner of acquir- 
ing a confirm'd habitual tri-union in the exerciſe 
of the three cauſal or legiſlative faculties. Thence, 
in order, to the tri-union of the three vital or 
executive: to the union of the moral with the 
cauſal, or legiſlative with loyalty (i. e. legal vir- 
tue); of the moral with the vital, or loyalty 
with executive virtue; of the caulal with the 
vital, or legiſlative with executive virtue; and 
laſtly to the conſummative tri-union of moral, 
cauſal, and vital, or loyal, legiſlative, and cxccu. 
tive virtue, This is the general proceſs to Per- 
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feftion deſcrib'd in holy fcripture hiſtorically, le- 
giſlatively and prophetically, as ro the ſyſtem of 
creation and providence regarding man. Where, 
by laying the foundation in moral-virtue, it has 
the præeminence in ſtrength and dignity, as being 
the older habit : and the cauſal has the middle 
place : and the vital tri-union or executive virtue 
the third and laſt place in ſtrength and domini- 
on. Yet all ſubſiſt in one ſubſtantial undivided 
mind: and therein conſtitute living-goodnels wiſe 
and powerful, living-wiſdom good and powerful, 
living-power good and wiſe; original and eternal 
in God; deriv'd of God in ſucceſſive duration in 
the beatified creature. 


The following Paraphraſe and Compariſon of the 
Apoſiles and Nicene Creeds are alſo thought need- 
ful, to illuſtrate and eſtabliſh what is affirm'd 
concerning them in p. 9. & 10. of the foregoing 
Diſcourſe. | 


The ArosTLEs-CREED Paraphras'd. 


. Belicve [as a foundation for ſuitable practice 
in my Catcchumen-ſtate of outward works 

in the porch of the temple or ſpiritual building, 
7. c. as a member of the viſible church} in God 
{ all-perte& fount of frec-farxderal-domimion] the 
Father almighty {ſupreme generator and regene- 
rator of the divine-life in all his obedient people; 
ſo as to conſtitute them his freely-imitative ſons, 
in the tate of the Faithful, where they ſhall be 
drawn by the cords of love in the inviſible- church- 
memberſhip, paternal on the part of God, filial 
on the part of his church (private in the breaſt 
or heart of every true chriſtian, publick in the 
inviſible ſociety of all the true members of Chriſt's 
my ſtical· body): being no longer in bondage to 
OUT®* 
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1 
outward co-ercive rewards and puniſhments forc- 
ing an unwilling compliance with the divine will 


or the laws of God, Here perfect love caſteth 


out fear: 1 John iv. 18]; maker of heaven and 


earth [i. e. the whole viſible creation]; and in 
Jeſus Chriſt his only Son our Lord [whom we 
are to obey with abſolute ſubmiſſion z as being 
the viſible and only perfect exemplar of the di- 
vine-life and regeneration-proceſs neceſſary for 
its acquiſition, and therefore alone capable to 
give us full inſtruction as our ſpiritual phyſician], 
who was conceived by the Holy-gholt | as to 
the generation of his incarnate- life, being the 2d 
Adam. In like manner was the 1ſt Adam made 
Godlike by the operation of the holy ſpirit of 
God : Gen. 1. 2—27], born of the virgin Mary 
[ who knew none other operator; with whom She 
did co-operate in the incarnation of Chriſt, bring- 
ing Him forth and nurſing His incarnate-life, by 
uſing powers receiv'd of the ſame holy ſpirit, 
who had imprægnated Her; and who alſo im- 
prægnates every chriſtian ſoul and every chriſtian 
church with divine gifts and graces, that, like 
Her, chaſtely adheres to him alone] ; ſuffered un- 
der Pontius Pilate | thereby giving us an example, 
to become perfect thro” ſufferings z Heb. ii. 10], 
was crucified, dead and buried, He deſcended in- 
to Hell [or Hades, i. e. the inviſible ſtate of ſouls 
ſeparated from their viſible bodies or incarnat ion- 
ſtate : thereby teaching his followers, that all the 
croſſes and adverſities they meet with in this lite, 
even death it ſelf and the burial of the ſinful body, 
are neceſſary in order to ſalvation : for, flcſh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nei- 


ther can corruption inherit incorruption, 1 Cor. 


xv. Fo] 3 The zd day He roſe again from the 
dead, He aſcended into heaven, and fitteth ar 


4. 


the right hand of God the Father almighty Call 


viſibly 


rr 
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viſibly to choſen incarnate witneſſes (Mat, xxviij, 
Mar. xvi. Luk. xxiv. John xx. 21. Acts i. 1-—11; 
vii. 55, 7660); that his followers may be aſ- 
ſur'd, by ſufficient teſtimony, of the perpetuity 
of his ſupreme dominion next under God the 
6, Father]; from thence He ſhall come to judge 
the quick and the dead [allo viſibly; Acts i. 11. 
Rev.1.7. Mat. xxiv. 3—30, 31,42. 1 Theſ. iv. 16.] 
7. I believe in the Holy-ghoſt [as the operator in 
the Godlike regimen of the viſible Chriſtian- 
church] [I Cor. xii. I—3—13, Sc. xiii] 5 
3. the holy Catholick-church | viſible, united in re- 
giminal co-operation by powers receiv'd of the 
9. Holy-ghoſt]; the communion of ſaints | in mu- 
tual communication of all viſible good - offices and 
temporal ſuperfluities to each other, as need re- 
10. quireth, in viſible-church-memberſhip] ; the for- 
givenneſs of fins [againſt each other mutually; 
as God, for Chriſt's ſake, forgives the ſins of 
every true penitent in the viſible-church, reſtor- 
ing him to Church-memberſhip] [Mat. vi. 12— 
21.15] z the reſurrection of the body | viſibly, in the 
viſible Church; as Chriſt roſe viſibly. 1 Cor. 15]; 


72. and the life everlaſting [in that reſurrection · body 


immortal, ſpiritual, powerful, incorruptible, 1 Cor. 
xv. 42.47. Rev. xx. 6] Amen [faith the faithful 
and true witneſs, Chriſt Himſelf. Rev, iii. 14]. 


The Nicen r- CRUE D Paraphras'd. 


Believe [in order to ſuitable praftice in the 

ſtate of the Faithful; which, by faithful ſpi- 

ritual works building up the Holy-place or mid- 
dle- ſtate in the ſpiritual temple or inward King- 
dom of God (i. e. the inviſible church within), 
goes on conquering and to conquer its ſpiritual 
enemies. Rev. vi. 2. Xix. 8—11—14] in 

t. God [ fontal one only ſelf- exiſtent all perfect free 
| ruler } 
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ruler} the Father-almighty [the one only ſu- 
preme generator and regenerator of the divine- 
life in all his obedient people; ſo as, &c. as in 
the Apoſtles- creed paraphras'd above], maker 
of heaven and earth [both this viſible world 
inhabited by man, with its atmoſpheric hea- 
ven; and the inviſible political or ſpiritual hea- 
yen and earth alſo belonging to mankind gene- 
rated or regenerated Godlike, i. e. the legiſlative 
and executive ſyſtems in political-life z the cauſal 
and viral ſyſtems in private-life, For the legal 
ſyſtem or legal tri-union in publick political- 
life, and the moral-ſyſtem in private-lite z was 
that part of the divine life derived of God as 
Father-Almighty], and of all things viſible and 
inviſible [z, e. creator and ſupreme ruler of all 
other beings, whether material or immateri- 
al, active or paſſive, free or enſlav'd, upright or 
lapſed thro' abuſe of liberty] [hence this creed 
is throughout to be underſtood of the inviſible life 
and church-ftare, as well as of the viſible]. 


AND in one Lord [| abſolute ruler over his ſer- 
vants, or abſolute maſter over his diſciples] Jeſus 
Chriſt | anointed with fulneſs of ſpiritual gifts 
and graces of the Holy-ſpirit in his human-na- 
ture, to quality him for being viſible Saviour of 
the world viſible, and inviſible or inward Savi- 
our of the inviſible · world], the only begotten Son 
of God | as to his inviſible divine- nature manifeſt- 
ed to the inviſible world, thro? the eye of the 
mind or underſtanding, by his doing the works 
of his Father, ſuch eee as none other 
man ever did. John i. 8. xv. 24. x. 27 ix. 32, 
33, xiv. 11], begotten of his Father before all 
worlds | \,atoy, i. e. divine diſpenſations gene- 
rative or regenerative of the divine-life in the 
creatures. Heb. i. 1, 2, &c. } (Mat. xxii. 44}, 

| od 
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God of God [paternal to the inward invifible 


3. kingdom of God. Heb, i. 3—6—8. ii. 13, * 
bf | light of light [ filial-divine to the inward in- 
85 viſible kingdom ot God John i. I—4—12— 
14], very God of very God | ſpiritually opera- 
tive in the ſame inward inviſible kingdom of 
God. John i, 18—23-—27—33, 34. xiv, 5, 
begotten, not made | out of nothing, by crea- 
tive power exerted in place and time: as the 
creatures were], being of one ſubſtance with 
the | inviſible] Father [John i. 1—3—18. xiv. 
7. x. 30], by whom all things | viſible and invi- 
ſible] were made [ John i. 1—3]: who for us 
men [as to our temporal welfare in this viſible 
world], and for our ſalvation Jas to our eternal 
welfare in the inward inviſible world] came down 
from Heaven] 1 Tim. iv. 8—10. John vi. 71 — 
F7], and was incarnate by the Holy-ghoſt of 
the Virgin Mary | in both the viſible and inviſible 
worlds; Luke i. 31—3F. Gal. iv. 19], and was 
made man [| in both viſible and inviſible worlds; 
1 Cor. xv. 21, 22— 44, 45. 1 Pet. iii. 18, 19— 
4. 22J, and was crucified alſo for us under Ponti- 
us Pilate [both viſibly and inviſibly; on the 
croſs, and by aſſaults of the inviſible powers of 
darkneſs : Luk. xxii, 40—42—44—53. xxiii. 
33, &c J. He ſuffered and was buried | i Cor. 
5. XV. 3, 4, &C.], and the zd. day He role again 
according to the ſcriptures [both as to his out- 
ward viſible lite, and inward inviſible underſtood 
by the eye of faith or intellectual-viſion; 2 
Cor. iv. 10—14—18], and aſcended into Hea- 
ven, and ſitteth on the right-hand of the Fa- 
ther | both viſibly to incarnate bodily eyes; Acts 
i. 9. vii. 56, and inviſibly to them, tho” ſeen 
intellectually by the effects of his ſupreme do- 
minion foretold in the Apocalypſe and fince ful. 
6. filfd]. Aud He ſhall come again with glory 
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to judge both the quick and the dead [vicbly, 
Akts i. 11. Rev, i. 7. Mat. xxiv. 3—30, 31— 
42. 1 Theſ. iv. 16, and inviſibly or ſpiritually 
in every true chriſtian ſoul, 1 Cor. ii. 2 —6— 
10 13—IF: ii. I-$—13—16]: whoſe King- 
dom ſhall have no end | his viſible church con- 
tinuing to the laſt judgment, and ſurviving it 
for ever in the inviſible kingdom of God 
1 Thel. iv. 16, 17. Rev. xxi. 22—27. xxii, 
113-16] [Dan, vii. 12, 14, 26, 27]. 


And I believe in the Holy-ghoſt [Mat. 
xxviii. 18, 19, 20. manifeſted viſibly to the 


viſible church by viſible powers conferr'd on 
its governors in promoting an outwardly holy- 


life, 1 Cor, xii. 1-4—7—11—28, Eph, iv. 
11, 12. alſo manifeſted to the invifible church 
or ſtate of the Faithful in the inward king- 


dom of God by inviſible powers, gifts and 


graces (1 Cor. xii. John xiv. 15, 16, 17. iii. 
55 6, 8)], the Lord and giver of life [Rom. 
viii, 11. 2 Cor. iii. 6. Rev. xi. 11, both to 
the viſible (Gen. i, 2.) and inviſible church], 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son 
ſto the viſible church viſibly (Mat. iii. 16, 
17. John xiv. 26. xx. 22. Luk. xxiv. 49. 
Acts i. 4, F, 8. it. 2, 3, 4), and continued 
by a ſucceſſion of viſible powers (t John v. 7, 
8) : to the inviſible church or ſtate of the 
Faithful inviſibly (John xv. 26. xvi. 7—13, 
14, IF, iii. 8)], who with the Father and the 


Son together is worſhipped and glorified [both 
in the viſible (Mat. xxvii. 18, 19, 20.) and 
inviſible church (Rev. i. 4, J, 6. iv. 2—7— 
_ $8—-r1, v. 6—13, 14)], who ſpake by the 
Prophets [2 Pet. i. 21. Heb, i, 1. both in 
the viſible and inviſible church, 1. e. typically 
or literally, and 1 (Heb. xi. 1—3, s. 


1 Cor. 
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2. I Cor. x. 11). And J believe one Catholick 
and Apoſtolick church [1 Cor. xii. 4—12— 
27, 28. Eph. iv. 3, 4, 5, 6—13—16. ji. 
19, 20, 21, 22. viſible and inviſible; Heb. 
10 xii. I—18—22, 23, 24]. I acknowledge one 
baptiſm for the remiſſion of fins | outward 
evil habits by cleanſing water-diſſolvent (i. e. 
accompanied with purific laws) in the viſible 
church; inward evil-habits by the Holy- 
ghoſt and by fire in the inviſible-church or 
tate of the Faithful; Mat. iii. 11, 12. Heb. 
1 i. 2], and I look for the reſurrection of the 
dead the firſt reſurrection, being that in the 
viſible church: the 2d reſurrection, being that 
in the inviſible, Rev. xx. 4, 57, 6. 1 Theſ. 
iv. 13—16, 17, Mat, xxvii. 52, 53], and 
12.the life of the world [Aer] to come [be- 
tween the two reſurrections in the viſible 
church, being the viſible ſabbatiſm Chiliadic 
(Rev, xx. 1--3—6—8) : and after the ſecond 
iclurreQion and laſt judgment in the inviſible 
church, being the eternal ſabbatiſm ſpiritual (Rev. 
xx. 911 —13—15, 21, 22. 2 Pet. iii. 77 
13. I Theſ. iv. 15, 16, 17) J. Amen [faith 
the Faithful and true witneſs, Chriſt Himſelf, 
in both the viſible (Rev. iii. 14). and inviſible 
(Rev. xxii. 20, 21) church]. The firſt re- 
ſurrection is into the ſtate of the Faithful; from 
Deluvian-baptiſmal death of Catechumen-peni- 
tent. The fecond reſurrection, into the per- 
ſect- ſtate; from fire- baptiſmal- death of faithful 
penitent, by ſpiritual circumciſion (Gen. xvii. 1 
ſ—14. xix. 24. Jude 7. 2 Pet, iii. 6, 7. ii. 
7. 6. 1: Pet... 20, 33), 


Com- 
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M Compariſon between the AposTL Es and 
Niceni-CaeeDs. 


Eyn. ii, 20. And are built [unto an holy 
temple in the Lord, for the habitation of God 
thro' the ſpirit. 21, 22] upon the foundation 


of the Apoſtles [in the Catechumen-itate in- 


ſtructed by the Apoltles-creed] and prophets 
[interpreting the inward ſpiritual meaning of 
the elemental typic inſtruction convey'd in the 
Apoſtles-creed for regulation of the outward 
chriſtian-life. This prophetic-interpretation is 


ſumm'd up in the Nicene-creed for the ulc 


of the Faithful] Jeſus-Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief corner-ſtone [Cas explain'd in the Atha- 


naſian- creed, for the uſe of the perfect]. 


Trex Apoſtles were ambaſſadors from Chriſt; 


directed to the outward polity or form of lite, 


the Catechumen- ſtate [Luk, ix. 2—6, x. 175 
8-—9—16, Mat. x. 1—7—14—23--49—42 |: 
The prophets, directed ro the inward polity or 
form of lite or ſtate of the faithful | Mar. x. 
41, 1 Cor. xiv, 1—3—f—22—24—26—29— 
31—37—39]. Chriſt, in his own perſon; directed 
to the perfect [Mat. v. 48]. 


TRE diſtinction between the uſes of the 


Apoſtles and Nicene-creeds will be better un- 
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derſtood from the following obſervations. The 
Nicene- creed leads us more openly or explicitely 
into the 2d. or paradiſiacal heaven (the ſtate of 
the Abrahamic faithful), by adding to the 2d. 
article of the Apoſtles- creed [and of all things 
viſible and invilible] ; thereby directing us to 


carry every article of the Apoſtles-creed (lite- 
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rally belonging to the viſible church on earth or the 
1ſt, and incarnate heaven), by juſt analogy, into 
the Abrahamic (Luk. xvi, 22.) inviſible-chuych 
belonging to the intermediate-ftate between 
death and the reſurrection; [which, by the A- 
thanaſian · creed, is carried into the 3d. heaven 
(2 Cor. xii, 2—4) or that of the immortals 
in the poſt- reſurrection- ſtate of the perfect now 
inviſible to mortal eyes, out of the 2d. or A- 
brahamic · heaven parted from it by the veil of 
the temple typical, until the rending of that 
veil by Chrilt's death: Mat. xxvii. 50-3. 
Heb. x. 1—10—16—19, 20]. ſuitably] to this 
intention; is added to the 3d. Article of the Apoſ- 
tles- creed (begotten of his Father before all 
worlds, God of God, light of light, very God 
of very God, begotten, not made, being of 
one ſubſtance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made: who for us men and for 
our ſalvation came down fram heaven, and was 
incarnate by | inſtead of z conceived by] the Ho- 
ly-ghoſt, &c. and was made man); in the 4th. 
article, the deſcent into Hades is omitted in the 
Nicene- creed; in the yth article, is added in 
the Nicene-creed (according to the ſcriptures), 
inſtead of (from the dead); and (of the Father) 
initea4 of (God the Father-almighty); in the 
Ich. article (with glory) and (whoſe kingdom 
{hall have no end); in the 7th. article, (the 
Lord and giver of life, who proceedeth from 
the Father and the Son; who with the Father and 
the Son together is worſhipped and glorified, 
who ſpake by the prophets) ; in the 8th. article, 
(one apoſtolic), inſtead of (holy); the 9th. article 
ot the Apoſtles- creed, is omitted in the Nicene- 
creed, for there is no property in the inviſible- 
church; in the 40th, article, (one baptiſm); in 
. | ; few the 
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the 11th; article, (dead), inſtead of (body); in 
the 12th, and laſt article (world to come) in- 
lead of (everlaſting). | 


Ir is humbly hoped, that the publication 
of this will excite ſome able pens to corre& 
what is amiſs and ſupply what is wanting in 
this well intended Eſſay to promote the pub- 
lick- good; and that the candid Reader will there- 


fore forgive its imperfections. 
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n read [Deliyerances,] ibid. J. 
12, after [Hopes inſert [deriv'd] p. 7. I. 12, put k 
for g in thangſpiving}, p. 9. laſt 1, readſtriumphal]. p. 10. 1. 5, 
read [victorious]. p. 12, J. 10. dele [,] p. 16, 1. 14. readſ worlds]. 
p-. 21. |, 34. read [experimentally], p. 23. I. 19, read [Nations.] 
p. 24. line 11, put a punctum after God.] I. 29, begin the 
Parentheſis after [life], Eee | 


| p. 20. l. 22, read [northern]. p. 24. l. 8. dele JI p. 


32. 1. 2, read [John xx. xxi. J. p. 33. l. 33. for [8]; read 
[viii]. p. 34. I. 17. for ]; put [. p. 36. l. 23: for P21, 22. JU 
read [xxi, xxii. ]. 
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